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virtue namely the generosity.

In the final battle with Arjuna, Kama exhibits excellent valour
and skill. In this context according to the epic the chariot of Kama
gets stuck up in the ground and while he is trying to lift it up Arjuna
kills him on the advice of 5'nkrsna, inspite of Kama's repeated
requests to adhere to the rules of war. But this incident is dropped
by Agastya and he introduces a stright fight wherein Arjuna kills
Kama. By doing so Agastya is also able to elevate the characters
of both Kama and Arjuna.

If the reference'of Kama to the rules of war, archery and fair
play is to be mentioned here, automatically Kama's unscrupulous-
ness in killing young Abhimanyu against all cannos of justice also
has to be exposed. And then Kama will be considered a devil quot-
ing the scriptures. Hence by omitting this information Agastya is
able to save Kama from going down further in the estimate of the
people.

Thus Agastyapandita exposes both the virtues and villiany
in the character of Kama in BALABHARATA, as if to suggest
the reader that no single virtue can nullify the bad effects of an
otherwise evil character of an individual.

Really the character of Kama is by itsself typical amongst the
different characters of the great epic and Agastya conveyed the
same caricature of Karga's character in his work also.
DRAUPADJTHE DISASTROUS:

In a Kavya, wherein 5'dnta is the main sentiment, the mode of
the character delineation of a beautiful heroine is a difficult task.
In both the epic and BALABHARATA, Draupadz is the heroine.
Though she can be called the personification of beauty, her trials
and tribulations in life are prominently presented in this Kavya
instead of her glamour, love and dalliance. On many occasions her
own beauty is responsible for her troubles.

After his defeat at the hands of Arjuna, king Drupada performs
a Homa with a desire to beget a daughter who can win the heart